mosque stands bare and deserted, its orna-
mental features decayed and ruined and
yet it still presents an impressive sight.

$ The bare brick work
with its peeling stucco can give no idea of
the mosque which at the time of its glory
was a dazzling mass of colours and gold
exquisitely placed against a white back-
ground. I can do no better than to present
Gayet's word picture of the mosque on the
day of its opening, translated by M. S.
Briggs from L'Art Arabe. " It was on a
Friday in Ramadan in the year 265 (A.D.
879) that this ceremony took place. Mosa-
ics then lined the walls up to the cornice ;
a marble pavement covered the ground,
and over it fine mats and carpets were

laid......the whole Qur'an was inscribed in

golden letters over the arcades; there was
an open-work frieze made, according to
some authors, of amber marvellously
fashioned. The fountain-pavilion for ablu-
tions had a colonnade of marble; in the
centre was a jet of water rising from a
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